
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



254 



THE ADVOCATE OE PEACE. 



December, 



necessary work, and receives from the community all 
that is necessary for his daily life. The community has 
its own post-office, named Commonwealth. It has an 
orchard, nursery-garden, sawmill, blacksmith -shop and 
dairy. It also has a printing-press and issues monthly 
a paper entitled " The Social Gospel," edited by George 
Howard Gibson and Rev. Ralph Albertson. The system 
is one of perfect communism. All land and capital are 
owned by the community as a whole, and there is per- 
fect equality within the community. 



The United States of Central America, to which allu- 
sion has been heretofore made in these columns, is at 
last a reality. The new republic, which is formed by a 
union of Nicaragua, Honduras and Salvador, went into 
operation on the first day of November. Negotiations 
for the union had been going on for two years and more, 
and last August the Constitution was adopted. The 
Constitution of the new republic is much like that of 
our country. The president holds office for four years. 
The senate, the house of representatives and the judiciary 
are constituted nearly as ours. The capital of the re- 
public is to be situated in a federal district to be pur- 
chased by grants from the three states. The elections 
are to be held this December, and until the president is 
inauourated in March next the government will be ad- 
ministered by a council of three. Neither of the presi- 
dents of the three republics is eligible at the first 
election. It is thought that Guatemala and Costa Rica 
will ultimately enter into the new union. It is of his- 
toric interest to record that this federation of indepen- 
dent states into a larger state has come about without 
war and conquest, and it is to be hoped that the union 
will result in the maintenance of permanent peace in 
Central America— if the whole thing does not collapse. 



The Rev. D. L. Leonard, in his " History of Oberlin 
College," recently published by the Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, says : 

" Societies for the promotion of peace and of moral 
reform were numerous in the thirties and forties, and, 
as we scarely need to be told, Oberlin did what she 
could to push forward these important reforms. Being 
loyal subjects of the Prince of Peace, war was abhorred 
except where unrighteousness, which was worse than 
war, was the alternative. But probably not many of 
the colonists, not even Elihu Burritt the great peace 
orator and organizer, shared the unswerving faith in 
the irresistible potency of weapons purely spiritual 
possessed by one of the Oberlin deacons, who when 
the Rebellion burst forth would not have a soldier sent 
to the front, but instead would enlist whole legions of 
praying men and women, and transporting them down 
to Mason and Dixon's Line would kneel and make 
mighty supplication until the entire rebel host should lay 
down their arms!" 



The latest information in regard to the Conference 
on reduction of armaments proposed by the Czar of 
Russia is that all the nations represented at the Czar's 
court have notified him that they will send delegates. 
It is now thought certain that the seat of the Conference 
will be St. Petersburg. Each of the governments repre- 
sented, will send three delegates. This will make the 
gathering the most numerous, in point of nations repre- 
sented which has ever met, and it will certainly be 
composed of the most eminent and progressive statesmen 
of the age. The date of the Conference has not yet been 
definitely announced. Count Muravieff has been making 
a tour of some of the capitals of Europe. As soon as he 
returns to St. Petersburg the remaining preparations for 
the Conference will be completed and the date, which is 
expected to be early in 1899, will be announced. 



Brevities. 

The Woman's International Disarmament League, with 
headquarters at Paris now has over two hundred thousand 
adherents. 

. . . The International Arbitration and Peace Associ- 
ation has started at 40 Outer Temple, Strand, London, 
an international reference library consisting of books treat- 
ing of arbitration and peace. 

. . . "Education is a better safeguard of liberty than 
a standing army." — Edward Everett. 
. . . The Federation of German Women, composed of 
ninety societies with a membership of sixty thousand, is 
making a great demonstration in favor of the Czar's 
manifesto. 

... In an article entitled "Future Peace and its Rep- 
resentatives," just published in the Revue du Midi of 
Odessa, Mr. Lussman says that the peace propaganda is 
making steady progress in Russia. 

. . . The Autumnal meeting of the London Peace So- 
ciety was held at Exeter on the 18th of October. 

. . . Dr. George Dana Boardman of Philadelphia has 
just published a revised and enlarged edition of his 
admirable brochure on the "Disarmament of Nations, or, 
Mankind one Body." 

... In connection with the celebration of the hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of Count Sclopis, presi- 
dent of the Geneva Arbitration Court, Mr. Frederic 
Passy of Paris presented to the French Academy of 
Moral and Political Sciences an important paper con- 
taining some unpublished letters of the Count, treating 
of the Alabama arbitration and of the general subject 
of international law. 

. . . "Restrain thyself, woman, and utter no shout; it 
is not right to rejoice over slaughtered men." — From the 
Odyssey. 

. . . The London Peace Society has sent out fifty 
thousand circular letters to the ministers of the United 
Kingdom asking for the observance of Peace Sunday. 
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. . . '-The only way to harmonize war and the Bible 
is to substitute Moses for Christ ; for in all Christ's 
sayings there is not one expression in favor of 
war." — George Dana Boardman. 

. . . The January number of this journal will contain 
an article on "War and Parentage." by Dr M. L. Hol- 
brook, editor of the Journal of Hygiene and Herald of 
Health. 

. . . Mr. William T Stead, editor of the Review oj 
Reviews, has been making a tour of the European Capi- 
tals in the interests of the Conference proposed by the 
Czar. 

. . . The French Peace Bureau, recently organized at 
Paris, has received a silver medal from the Exposition 
at Dijon, at which it had organized an exposition of all 
the French Peace Societies. 

... The Synod of the Vaudois Evangelical Churches 
of Italy has taken official action in support of the Czar's 
manifesto, and has set apart a day for prayer for the 
early triumph of international peace. 

... It is estimated at the Treasury Department that 
the cost of the war with Spain will, by the end of the 
present fiscal year, foot up two hundred and forty million 

dollars. 

. . . Carl Schurz, in a speech against imperialism, in 
New York, on Nov. 3, says that if "we must dare to 
be great," we must first of all dare to be sane and honest 
and truthful. 

. . . Senator Proctor, whose speech in the Senate last 
spring did so much to bring on war with Spain, now 
says that there is for the United States "no logical 
stopping place short of the whole of the Philippines." 
Cuban "humanitarianism" and imperialism seem to be 
closely akin. 

. . . The protocol between Chili and Argentina for the 
settlement of the Puna de Atacama dispute, under which 
W. T. Buchanan, United States Minister to Argentina, 
is made arbitrator, was approved by the Chilian Congress 
on November 4th. All military preparations have been 
suspended. 

. . . The new French premier, Dupuy, on taking office 
declared it the purpose of the ministry to maintain the 
supremacy of the civil power as the fundamental princi- 
ple of a republican state. 

. . . The treasury deficit for the month of November 
was ten millions and more, or about four millions less 
than for the preceding month. 

. . . The so-called Cuban republic has ceased to exist, 
the officers having resigned their powers into the hands 
of a Cuban Assembly which has met to consider the 
future government of the island, and has appointed a 
Committee of five to have charge of affairs, and to visit 
Washington and consult with our government. 

. . . Mrs. Hannah J. Bailey, the efficient and indefati- 
gable superintendent of the Peace Department of the 
Women's Christian Temperance Union, after a busy au- 
tumn of work in the Eastern and Central States goes to 
California for the winter. 



. . . Late news from the East indicates friction between 
the Japanese and the Russians in Corea. Japan is said 
to be landing large detachments of troops in Corea with 
a view of driving the Russian forces out, because of the 
capture and shooting of Japanese officers by the Rus- 
sians. 

. . . Speaker Reed is reported to have- said that some 
folks "seem to think that we can furnish canned freedom 
for all the heathen." 

. . . The war tax is likely to remain among the per- 
manent results of the war. It is among "our new posses- 
ssions," a.part of our "manifest destiny." 

. . . The war investigators have got as far as Boston 
in their perambulations, but as yet they do not seem to 
have manufactured any lightning. 

... In the farewell banquet given to him at Ottawa on 
Nov. 1, Lord Aberdeen, the retiring governor- general of 
Canada, devoted the most of his speech to the growing 
friendly relations between the United States, Great Brit- 
ain and Canada. "It is, in the main," he said, "want 
of knowledge which produces want of friendliness." 

. . . The "Peace Jubilee" to be held at Atlanta this 
month has been renamed and is to be a "Demonstration 
over our victorious Arms," or, as the people of the city 
propose to call it, "Atlanta Jubilee." It will doubtless 
be as far from a peace jubilee as its recent predecessors 
have been. 

... A new commerical treaty between France and 
Italy has been drawn, granting mutual favors. The ne- 
gotiations have been going on for two years. 

. . . Hon. Robert P. Porter has been sent by the Presi- 
dent as a special commissioner to Cuba and Porto Ricp 
to study and report upon the business needs of the two 
islands. 

. . . The mints of the world turned out, in round num- 
bers, four hundred and thirty-eight millions of dollars 
in 1897. 



Requiem. 

BY IDA WHIPPLE BENIIAM. 

Ye solemn bells in the high belfry swinging 

Muffled in weeds of wo, 
Toll, toll! to the deep miserere ringing 

From the groined aisles below! 
Thou grizzled sexton, shake them to and fro, 

Thy tremulous hands like birds that would be winging 
Though tethered to the leash; O soft and slow 

Sweep the long curves in cadence with the singing; 
Toll! 

Toll for the dead ! toll for the dead — our brothers 

And those they called the foe, 
The thousand sons of mourning Spanish mothers, 

Lost where the sea-winds blow. 
Toll! let the tone reverberating wo, 

The sob, the muffled grief that chokes and smothers, 
From the deep silence ofthe belfry flow, 

A requiem for our dead and for those others ; 
Toll! 



